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TUESDAY, 11TH MAY 2021          Please, click here to start your registration: Registration form

13:00 – 13:10 Greeting to the audience
Vladimir Kolev,  
Klett Bulgaria, 
Managing Director

13:10 – 13:20 Greeting to the audience

Duncan Christelow,  
Cambridge University Press, 
Head of Sales, ELT, Central  
and Eastern Europe

13:30 – 14:30

Learning to learn for  
the future: 

Promoting learner autonomy in 
teenagers

Dan Vincent

In further education and at work, the rate of change for what we need to know and be able to do 
is accelerating all the time. This means educators of all stripes need to focus not only on imparting 
subject knowledge but also on developing their students’learning skills more generally, to enable them 
to become better and more independent learners overall. This session will look at how this can be done 
in the English language classroom, both on and offline, with a focus on easy, practical activities that can 
be done during lessons with teens.

14:45 – 15:45 Open up the World for exam 
preparation students!

Stanka Vladeva &  
Elena Georgieva

Closed schools. Masked teachers. Frustrated students, confined to their homes. Fact or fiction? 
Lesson preparation has become more time-consuming than ever. Checking homework has turned into 
the ultimate nightmare. Traditional teaching methods have been outdated nearly overnight. Such game-
changing circumstances require prompt actions, flexibility and resourcefulness. 

Introducing “Open world” has brought a welcome breath of fresh air to both our teaching staff and 
FCE students. An up-to-the-minute exam series, catering for our teens’ language needs, while keeping 
them engaged is not an everyday occurrence and is certainly worth spreading the word. Join us for a 
quick tour with insights from our teachers and genuine feedback from our classes.

16:00 – 17:00
Teaching grammar and 
vocabulary in the socially-
distanced classroom?

Matthew Ellman

Classrooms have changed completely in the past year, with many of us now teaching in a socially-
distanced environment. Our students are now in masks, spaced far apart, and there are all kinds 
of restrictions on classroom activity. In this session we’ll consider how these new restrictions affect 
language lessons – those focusing on grammar and vocabulary teaching – and we’ll look at some tips 
and strategies for ensuring success in this new environment.

https://survey.alchemer.eu/s3/90342008/Cambridge-Day-2021


WEDNESDAY, 12TH MAY 2021

13:00 – 13:10 Greeting to the audience
Magdalena Todorova

Klett Bulgaria

13:10 – 14:00

Going beyond the boundaries 
between exam preparation and 
real-world language with your C1 
Advanced learners

Andrzej Raczkowski

Giving learners a chance to develop both the English they need to pass an exam and the life skills needed 
to communicate effectively is not an easy task. How can we challenge learners to push themselves 
beyond the level of the exam they are studying for without putting too much pressure on them? How 
do we connect exam preparation materials to the interests and expectations of today’s learners? This 
workshop explores how engaging topics, real-world communication, validated exam content can help 
learners reach their goals, be it learning English for communication in the open world or success in 
exams. The participants will also find out how – in the changing times we are in – we can make up for 
lost learning by providing students with more flexible self-study options.

14:15 – 15:15 Phonics for Young Learners Karen Elliott

The alphabetic code gives us a great deal of information about English sound-spelling relationships and 
is an excellent tool for teaching pronunciation and literacy skills in EFL. Karen explains the code and 
other key aspects of synthetic phonics, providing resources and activities which teachers can use with 
their infants and primary students, including some for use in an online classroom setting.

15:30 – 16:30

Teaching in an interactive way 
and engaging the students in 
“learning by content creation”. 
Offline and online aspects.

Christian Zhelev

The main focus of the topic is the process of actively engaging the learner in the educational process. 
Although there are several available techniques, the process of video content creation  in still not widely 
explored in the secondary education, as well as in the university education. During the  presentation of 
the topic, the presenter shall outline the opportunities that the contemporary teacher has in both online 
and offline educational environment, concerning the improvement of the engagement of the audience.



OUR SPEAKERS

Andrzej Raczkowski An experienced teacher and educational consultant, Andrzej 
Raczkowski has taken part in a number of diverse teacher training 
events and projects in Europe, Asia, and the Middle East. He 
holds an MA degree in Linguistics, a CELTA from the University 
of Cambridge ESOL Examinations, and a Professional Diploma 
in Management from the Open University. Andrzej currently 
teaches at Vilnius Business College (Lithuania), manages his 
own training company, and works as a freelance trainer with 
Cambridge University Press and Cambridge Assessment English. 
His professional interests include assessment in ELT, educational 
management and curriculum design, online and mobile learning, 
effective study skills, and second language acquisition.

Dan Vincent

Daniel Vincent has taught English for over 20 years in the UK, 
Japan, Ukraine and Spain. He has recently co-authored Own it!, 
a CUP course for teenagers, as well as a set of class projects 
to accompany Compact Preliminary for Schools. He has studied 
materials development for endangered and minority languages, 
is a contributor to the Cambridge University Press World of 
Better Learning blog, and teaches adults, teenagers and young 
learners at the British Council in Madrid.

Elena Georgieva

Elena Georgieva took up teaching by chance. Ironically, 
scarcely finished highschool, she got an esl teaching position 
at pre-school stage, where she was fortunate to get hands-on 
teaching training from some of the best pre-school teachers 
around. On her first work day with 3-year-olds, she had to 
blow out the noses of all the kids in the group while holding 
flashcards and singing a hello song. Since then, she has worked 
at two renowned English schools in Bulgaria (Avenir, Avo-Bell), 
taught young learners and adults in Spain, done teacher-training 
courses (CELTA). Elena has been a Cambridge examiner (YL, KET, 
PET, FCE), led teacher-training sessions and become one of the 
founders of British Lab Language Centre. Even though she holds 
a university degree in political science, she takes greater pride 
in being a teacher.



Karen Elliott Karen Elliott has been an English teacher, teacher trainer and 
materials writer for over 20 years. Specialising in young learners, 
she has given talks, workshops and webinars on many topics, 
including phonics, storytelling and content and enquiry based 
learning. Karen is committed to a life-long and nature-based 
approach to education. She currently writes and illustrates online 
lesson plans for the British Council website. She co-authored 
Activities for Young Learners with Herbert Puchta and has 
worked with authors to contribute materials to several course 
books, including Kids Box, Greenman and the Magic Forest, 
Super Minds and Interactive.

Matthew Ellman
Matthew Ellman works as regional ELT Trainer for Cambridge 

University Press, delivering training for teachers and institutions 
across Europe, the Middle East and North Africa. He has worked 
as a teacher and trainer in the UK, Spain and Malaysia, where he 
was responsible for managing training to British Council teachers 
nationally, and has delivered workshops and talks in a further 20 
countries. Matthew sits on the committee of the IATEFL Teacher 
Training and Education SIG, and was the winner of the British 
Council’s 2018 MA Dissertation Award at the ELTons. Find him 
on Twitter at @MatthewEllman.

Stanka Vladeva
As a firm believer that teaching is a vocation, Stanka Vladeva 

has 19 years of experience educating teenagers and adults. She 
holds a CAE certificate from the University of Cambridge and a 
Master’s degree in Ancient History and Hebrew from University 
of Wales.

Devoted to inspiring passion for languages and new cultures, 
she started her career as a freelancer, both teaching and 
translating from English and later from ancient Hebrew.

Stanka Vladeva joined the teaching team of British Lab 
Language Centre in 2019.  


